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FINDING AND RECOMMENDATION(S) 

 
Submitted by: Brian R. Barrette 

 
 
Finding: There is currently no Cal Fire Engines stationed  in the 
Basin. 
 
 
Background and Supporting Evidence:  
The USFS currently provides fire protection and suppression for SRA within the 
Basin under the Balancing of Acres concept.  It appears that the USFS engines 
are not normally available outside of the 1000-1800 time frame, and it is 
unknown if they are staffed 7 days a week during the declared fire season.  If 
there had been a Cal Fire engine available, there would probably not have been 
the alleged 7 minute delay in reporting the fire to Danaher due to the cell phone 
911 call being routed to the CHP in Truckee.  It is also unknown if the USFS 
engines have ladders required for structural protection. 
 
Recommendation(s) Station one Cal Fire engine in the Basin 
permanently.  Station the engine and crew at an existing Fire District or 
USFS station to minimize the additional costs. 
 

 Impacts of Implementation:  
 

The only additional costs are the higher Cal Fire salaries, staffing, and operating 
costs for housing a crew in the area.  Sfaffing would likely include a Captain, 
Engineer, and 3 or 4 firefighters.  There are no existing regulations and/or laws 
that need to be changed.  It would be necessary however to amend the current 
balancing of acres agreement. 
 

Analysis of impacts on the following factors is OPTIONAL: 
 

Would require cooperation between the USFS and the Cal Fire Units involved, as 
well as the local Fire Districts to house a crew in their station. 

 


